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ACTION SS-20 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO SSO-OO AGR-20 EB-11 COME-OO 

CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 DRC-01 /074W 

039172 

R 21 1400Z MAR 74 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5821 

CONFIDENTIAL CAIRO 1452 

FOR SISCO FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAGR EMIN EG 

SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN REQUEST FOR US HELP IN PURCHASING FERTILIZER 
REF: STATE 56296 

FAHMY CONTINUES PRESS FOR URGENT US HELP IN OBTAINING 
SOME FERTILIZERS. LAST OCCASION WAS MY MEETING WITH HIM 
OF YESTERDAY. IN HIS ABSENCE FROM CAIRO TODAY, I GAVE 
SIRRI SUBSTANCE OF REFTEL AND ASKED HIM TO ASSURE THE 
MINISTER THAT THE SECRETARY IS AWARE OF EGYPTIAN REQUEST 
FOR FRETILIZER AND WE ARE DOING UTMOST TO COME UP WITH 
SOMETHING. I CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT ACUTE WORLD 
SHORTAGE OF FERTILIZERS AND INCREASED US DEMAND MAKES 
IT IMPOSSIBLE TO PREDICT WHAT MIGHT BE ARRANGED. IN 
ANY CASE, HE COULD COUNT ON US TO CONTINUE TO PURSUE 
THE MATTER WITH ALL DILIGENCE. SIRRI EXPRESSED THANKS 
AND REITERATED EGYPT'S CRITICAL NEED FOR FERTLIZERS. 
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